
SOUTH AFRICAN MUSEUMS ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of the 83rd Annual General Meeting held during the SAMA National 

Conference at Msunduzi Museum, Pietermaritzburg, on 24 October 2019. 

 
 
1. WELCOME 

The SAMA President, Regina van Vuuren, welcomed SAMA members and conference delegates to 
the 83rd AGM of the South African Museums Association and opened proceedings at 10h30.  

 
1.1 Present:  An attendance register was circulated and signed by 55 members, thus constituting a 

quorum. Included were the following Council members: Regina van Vuuren (President), Dr Helene 
Vollgraaff (Vice-President), Chris de Klerk (Treasurer), Ishmael Mbhokodo, Catherine Snel, 
Lebohang Nyenye, Steve Kotze, Talita Fourie, Helen Joannides and Prof. Bernadine Benson. 

 
1.2 Apologies:  Sian Tiley Nel, Isabelle McGinn, Victor Netshiavha, Victor Clarke, Beverley Thomas, Ras  

Mpho  Molapisi, Louise du Plessis, Leon Steyn and Sharon Snell. 
 
1.3 Personalia: The President was pleased to announce that the SAMAB Editor, Bernadine Benson, had 

been appointed Professor of Police Practice at the University of Pretoria. She also congratulated 
Pumlani Cimi from Albany Museum and Sian Tiley Nel from the University of Pretoria for obtaining 
their doctorates during the year. 

  
1.4 Condolences: A moment of silence was held in respect of Marié van Heerden, a well known 

lecturer in Museum Studies at the University of Pretoria, who died earlier in the year.  
 
 
2. MINUTES OF 82nd SAMA AGM HELD AT MAKHANDA ON 25 OCTOBER 2018  

The Minutes of the previous AGM held on 25 October 2019 at Makhanda, had been circulated and 
were taken as read and adopted.  Proposed: Sigi Howes     Seconded: Helen Joannides 

 
 
3. ANNUAL REPORT 2019   

SAMA President, Regina van Vuuren, presented the Annual Report for 2019.  
 

3.1 Strategic plan: She confirmed that the Strategic Plan had been finalised and an Annual Performance 
Plan developed to deliver on its objectives. These would be made available to members. 
 

3.2 Department of Sports, Recreation Arts & Culture: The SAMA President welcomed Mr Maano 
Muhadi from DSRAC (formerly DAC) to the SAMA AGM. He informed members that the 
Department regarded SAMA as a key role-player in the museum and heritage sector and was keen 
to collaborate with it. The President and Ishmael Mbhokodo had met with DAC officials in 
November 2018. Thereafter SAMA Council submitted a funding proposal which had been approved. 
The President thanked the Department in anticipation of receiving the funds.  

 
3.3 SAQA registration: During her visit to Pretoria in November 2018, the SAMA President had also 

attended a SAQA workshop. Registration with the SA Qualifications Authority (SAQA) would not 
only mean that SAMA would be registered as a professional organisation but also enable members 
to get recognition as museum professionals. Of key importance is the development of designated 
professions in museums. Council approved the establishment of a sub-committee, chaired by 
Regina van Vuuren, to deal with this matter but acknowledged that it was a long term process.   

 
 



3.4 NPO/NPC registration: During the year efforts had been made to register SAMA as a Non Profit 
Organisation or Non-Profit Company. This is necessary for official recognition, SAQA registration 
and fund-raising purposes. For NPO registration, extensive changes had to be made to SAMA’s 
constitution. SAMA’s Administrator had done much of the groundwork but it still required 
finalisation by Council. The President also thanked Mr Mbohoko for undertaking the NPC 
registration which would enable SAMA to receive funds from DSRAC.   

 
3.5 Samantics: Earlier this year a special conference edition appeared in a beautiful new format. 

Another edition followed in May and the a third should appear shortly. The President congratulated 
the editors, Helene Vollgraaff and Medée Rall, for their excellent work and urged members to use it 
as a platform to promote their museums and activities.  She thanked Totem Media (Sam Horowitz) 
who designed and sponsored the new look of the newsletters. 
 

3.6 SAMA /COMCOL/ ICOM workshop: Dr Vollgraaff also put forward a proposal to hold a joint 
workshop on ‘Decolonising collections’ in Cape Town next year. It should attract both local and 
international participants and members were invited give their ideas on the subject. 

 
3.7 SAMA Website: Despite the lack of progress over the past year, the President was pleased to 

announce that Helen Joannides had volunteered to oversee the completion of the website. She and 
the former webmaster, Robyn Gruijters, had undertaken to meet with the web designer and follow 
up on outstanding matters. Museums and regions were urged to provide the necessary content. 
With everyone’s co-operation the website should be fully functional soon.  

 
3.8 Council portfolios:  Although most of the portfolios had been filled, there were gaps needing 

attention. The President called on members to offer their services where there were gaps: 
 

3.8.1 Marketing: Branding, marketing and promotional material had been identified as 
particularly important in the strategic plan. Pamphlets could be used to promote 
membership benefits and publicise museums. It was noted, however, that SAMA’s 
Facebook was being handled by Tom Jeffery and Catherine Snel. 

 
3.8.2 Governance issues: While Ishmael Mbhokdo had undertaken the NPC registration, another 

Council member was required to oversee the NPO process. The President also mentioned 
the need for policies like social media and the website to be drawn up. 

 
3.8.3 Fundraising: This is also an area for Council to explore. Francois Fouché enquired Section 

18A and tax concessions for donors. Dr Vollgraaff explained that cultural organisations 
were not eligible but museums could circumvent it by focussing on their educational 
perspective.  

 
3.8.4. To summarise the following portfolios/ sub-committees and chairpersons were identified: 
 1. Policies/ Constitution (President/ Vice President) 
 2. Training (Catherine Snel) 
 3. Website (Helen Joannides) 
 4. Marketing/ Branding/ Social Media (vacant)  

5. Publications (SAMAB: Bernadine Benson; SAMANTICS: Helene Vollgraaff) 
 6. NPO registration (vacant) 
 7. SAQA registration (Regina van Vuuren) 
 8. Liaison external (Ishmael Mbhokodo) 
 9. Finances (Chris de Klerk) 
 

 
 
 



4. SAMA FINANCES    
The financial report was tabled by the SAMA Treasurer, Chris de Klerk. SAMA finances had shown a 
marked improvement over the past few years. He was thanked for ensuring that sound financial 
practices were in place and in turn thanked the SAMA Administrator for her support. 
 

4.1 Audit Report 2018: The SAMA Audit Report for 2018 had been circulated to members and was 
unanimously adopted at the AGM. The Treasurer explained that the surplus included funds 
earmarked for special projects. SAMA National’s total assets amounted to R322 605.   

 
 
5.  MEMBERSHIP  
5.1 The President noted that membership had topped the 300 mark again and commended SAMA WC 

on its effective membership drive. 
 

Year Life Internat KZN SN WC NC EC FS TOTAL 

2017 39 0 69 54 61 6 46 10 285 

2018 38 0 64 67 70 7 44 14 304 

2019 38 2 58 64 79 9 38 14 302 

 
 
5.2 The President tabled the 2020 membership form which reflected a new fee structure. After several 

years of minimal increases, SAMA Council had decided to round off the amounts as follows:    
 

Special concession Volunteers, students and retired persons or other entities on special request R 100 

Individual Earning less than R10 000 per month R 200 

 Earning R10 000 or more per month R 300 

Institutional (A)   Less than 20 staff        R 400 

 (B) 21 - 50 staff                  R 1000 

 (C) 51 – 80 staff                 R 2000 

          (D )  Over 80 staff  R 3000 

 
5.3  Membership categories: In response to a query from Prof Mike Bruton, the President confirmed 

that the constitution made provision for various categories of membership but only those that 
appeared on the membership form were currently active. Although life membership was no longer 
offered there were still 38 life members in SAMA. Fellowships were only awarded for exceptional 
service to SAMA. 

 
5.4 Membership benefits: At the previous AGM, Sigi Howes had raised issues about the difference 

between individual and institutional membership. The President said that Council had given it 
careful consideration but remained adamant that Council members should be paid-up individual 
members. As office bearers they served in their personal capacity on SAMA Council and were 
decision makers for the organisation. Furthermore SAMA is moving towards becoming an 
accredited professional organisation whereby individual membership would be essential.  

 
 
6. SAMA REGIONS  
 The President invited the Regional Chairpersons to report on their regional activities. She 

recognised the important work being done in the regions with courses, workshops and projects.   
 
6.1 SAMA North:   
 Talita Fourie tabled the report as the newly appointed Chairperson of SAMA North. She was keen 

to draw in other provinces and already had a representative from the North West on board. A 
textile workshop was held in April and the AGM in October 2019. Isabelle McGinn continues to 
serve as Vice President and is organising a Global Consortium of Cultural Heritage to coincide with 
the SAMA conference next year. 



6.2 SAMA Western Cape:   
 Helen Joannides tabled the report of the SAMA WC committee. She took over from Leon Steyn as 

Chairperson this year. Activities included a workshop on digitisation in April, the AGM in June and a 
fundraising workshop in August 2019, which was co-sponsored by SAMA National. Committee 
members were allocated sub-regions to nurture and enrol members. This together with regular 
communication with members led to a marked increase in numbers.  

 
6.3 SAMA KwaZulu-Natal:  
 Steven Kotze tabled the report for SAMA KZN. The focus this year had been the organisation of the 

SAMA conference in KZN. He thanked the small committee who had helped him: Robyn Gruijters, 
Ayanda Ngcobo and Zameka Yamile. Much of the regional activity had been organised by the KZN 
Eduform with events at Africa Media Online, Science & Technology Centre, and the Durban 
Holocaust Centre.   

   
6.4 SAMA Free State: 
 Ms Lebohang Nyenye reported on behalf of SAMA FS. After much difficulty the regional committee 

had managed to open up a bank account and looked forward to receiving the seed money that 
Council had promised. A basic conservation course for entry level staff had been held at the 
National Museum in March. In her line of work, Ms Nyenye had visited several museums in the 
province with the hope of enrolling members.  

 
6.5 SAMA Eastern Cape:  

The President tabled the report of the new Chairperson, Victor Clarke. The SAMA EC AGM and 
regional conference was held at the Nelson Mandela Museum in Mthatha in May 2019. It focussed 
on the centenary of Nelson Mandela’s birth and excursions were made to Mveso where Mandela 
was born, Qunu where he first went to school, and Mqhekezwini, where he stayed as a teenager 
after his father’s death.  

 
 
7. RESEARCH / SAMAB 

Prof. Bernadine Benson tabled the report on SAMAB. Together with Dr Sian Tiley-Nel, she strove to 
maintain high academic and ethical standards for each issue of SAMAB and the journal retains its 
DHET accreditation. A new editorial board had recently been appointed with international 
members as well. Prof. Benson called upon members to offer their services as peer reviewers. She 
felt it was time for SAMAB to reinvent itself with a new look and even a new name.  

 
 
8. TRAINING 

Catherine Snel tabled the SAMA Training Report: 
8.1 Dutch Train-the-Trainer programme: This had been a great success with further workshops being 

held on paper conservation in March and on textiles in November this year. Two more would be 
held in 2020, focussing on organic materials and metals, glass and ceramics. The workshops were 
taking place in different centres in an effort to involve the SAMA regions. Generous travel grants 
had been received from the Dutch Embassy to enable members from afar to attend the workshops.   

  
8.2 SAMA Training programme:  A programme had been developed by Catherine Snel and Helene 

Vollgraaff for SAMA training over the next three years. It was geared at entry level as well as higher 
levels of experience. Courses ranged from site management, exhibitions, education, conservation 
and collections and would be given by trainers endorsed by SAMA.  

 
 
9. RESOLUTIONS  

Only one resolution had been received from SAMA WC regarding an increase in regional levies. The 
matter had been discussed at the Council meeting. As membership fees were SAMA National’s 



main source of income and covered SAMA’s organisational costs, it was not viable to increase the 
levies. The Treasurer proposed that a fund should be set aside for regional projects. Regions would 
have to apply for funding and Council would decide on the merits of the projects. Council might 
also consider a once off bonus if a region performed exceptionally well. The alternative solutions 
were accepted by Council and by the Chairperson of SAMA WC, hence the resolution was not 
adopted.  
 
 

10.  COUNCIL ELECTIONS  
10.1 Vice President: A call for nominations had been circulated to members well in advance of the AGM. 

Only one nomination had been received for Dr Bongani Ndhlovu of Iziko Museums of SA. As the 
position was uncontested, Dr Ndhlovu was elected the new Vice President of SAMA. 

 
10.2 SAMA President: In terms of presidential succession as stipulated in the SAMA constitution, the 

current Vice President, Dr Helene Vollgraaff, became the new SAMA President. Her inauguration 
would take place at the conference dinner that evening. Regina van Vuuren wished her well in 
taking over the leadership of SAMA. 

 
 
11. SAMA NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2019 & 2020  
  
11.1 SAMA Conference 2019: The conference had been hosted by SAMA KZN and held at Msunduzi 

Museum in Pietermaritzburg. The theme was ‘Museums as cultural hubs: the future of tradition’ 
and gave rise to a variety of fascinating talks. During the conference delegates were taken on 
excursions to the KZN Midlands and in and around Pietermaritzburg.  

 
11.2 SAMA Conference 2020: Next year’s conference would be hosted by SAMA North. Talita Fourie 

informed members of the date 26-28 October 2019 and spoke of an exciting programme with 
excursions around Tshwane and Johannesburg.  

 
 
12. VOTE OF THANKS 
12.1 The outgoing President, Regina van Vuuren, thanked Council, the Regional committees and the 

SAMA administrator for their support and valuable input during her term of office. She 
congratulated Steve Kotze and his team on a very successful conference and conveyed her 
appreciation to Dr Mlungisi Ngubane for making the auditorium available free of charge. She also 
thanked the key-note speaker, Prof Mike Bruton, and all participants in the conference. 

 
12.2 The new SAMA President thanked Regina van Vuuren for what she had achieved for SAMA, not 

only during her term of office as President but also as Vice-President beforehand. With the help of 
James van Vuuren, a new strategic plan had been devised that gave direction and structure to the 
organisation which Council could build upon. She would continue to play a worthy role as Past 
President in Council.   

 
 
13.  CLOSURE 

There being no further business the annual general meeting closed at 12h10.  
 
 
 

 
 
 



Confirmation of Minutes: 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman:   ……………………………………………………………………………… Date:  ……………………… 


